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" LEBANON — The onc&;lctnr
esque Williams Lake, drained in
- September by the owners of the
o padils feuiin & e s
m a state
‘toclosetbeﬂoodgatessothelake

lnke swhnmlng
son, lakeside residents were

the 120-year-old lake would

in time for winter recreaticn.
’!‘heysaythat.smcethehkews
drained, wells have gone dry and
. they fear values have

panydmnedthelan
topermit studies on
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~ Gilman Bros. decided tlnsyear ;
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Army Corps of Engineers inspect-_
ed it in June 1978 and concluded |

the dam needed lomee{.j
federal safety standards.

to remove the dam. ‘l‘hecorggan
must submit a report o D] .
Jan.ldescribmghothmngo.
about making the repairs or re- .
moving the dam. DEP then will
holdapubﬁcbanngontbeeomm

Lawrence Gilman, however,
said his company is receivinz con- |
flicting orders from DEP. “The
problem is, we haven't finished |
our p]anmng (for removal of ﬂxe ;
dam),” he said. “As far as we're "
concerned, they want us to abort |
what we're doing for them and
close the gate.”

Gilman saxd the order was un-

See Fim, Page 04 ,a
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Company won’t refill dani),,

LEBANON (AP) — The Gilman Bros. Co. in Leb-
anon has refused to

: clnoeludlmsﬂoodytatordiﬂwumhke.
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Lawrence Gilman said Mon
he vﬂf not comply with a state 0
Environmental Protection order to close thi
tes, and is plans to remow

the dam. Without the dam, the lake cannot exist.
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Firm refuses to shut dam
to let Williams Lake refill

LEBANON (AP) — The Gilman
Bros. Co. in Lebanon has refused to
Gooperate with a state order to
close its dam’s floodgates so Wil-
liams Lake will refill.

.The once-pioturesque lake,
drained in September, is now a 247-
acre mud puddie. Gilman Bros.
owns the dam and the water rights.

Company President Lawrence
Gilman said Monday he will not
comply with a state Department of
Environmental Protection order to
close the floodgates, and is pro-
ceeding with plans to re-
move the dam. Without the dam, the
lake cannot exist. -

Lakeside residents were hoping
the 120-year-old lake would be full
in time for winter recreation. They
say that since the lake was
drained, wells have gone dry and
they fear property values have
dropped. *

DEP Commissioner Stanley J.
Pac requested the cease-and-desist
order after he received reports that
lake residents’ wells were going dry

because the water table was

s0 low. The DEP was also con-
cerned about silt being washed from
the lake bed into connecting
streams and nearby ponds.

The company drained the lake to
permit engineering studies on re-
moving the dam. In 1980, Gilman
was ordered to repair the dam or re-
move it after the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers inspected it in June 1978
and concluded the dam need-
ed repairs to meet federal safety
standards.

Gilman Bros. decided this year to
remove the dam. The company must
submit a report to DEP by Jan. 1 de-
scribing how it will go about
making the repairs or removing the
dam. The DEP then will hold a pub-
lic'hearing on the company'’s pro-
posal before allowing it to proceed.

Gilman said the DEP order was
unnecessary in light of the compa-
ny's plans to remove the dam.

“What's the good of closing the
gates if we are going to take it
down?" he said.



DEP claims
Gilman Co.
delaying

LEBANON — The owners of the
Lake Williams Dam have failed to
comply with a Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection agency order
to close the gates of the dam, DEP
commissioner Stanley J. Pac said
yesterday.

The Gilman Brothers Company
denied an Associated Press report
that it had not closed the gates as
ordered last Friday.

“We haven't made a decision
yet,” Charles Gilman said. “That
decision will be made by our engi-
neer and our attorney.”

But Pac said the company was
“‘procrastinating” and ‘‘playing
games with us.”

The company drained the lake to
permit engineering studies on re-
moving the dam. In 1978, the Army

Corps of Engineers declared the |

dam unsafe and concluded it need-
ed repairs to meet federal safety
standards. The DEP followed, or-
dering the company to. repair or
remove the dam. Gilman decided
this year to remove it.

“He is under order to repair that
dam,” Pac said. “We gave them
that time to make the study. He
had all of September and October
to do it and we believe all he is
doing is procrastinating. He’s bela-
boring it.” -

The company is scheduled to
appear tomorrow before the DEP
to show due cause why the cease
and desist order should not remain
in effect.

Pac said if the DEP hearing
officer reaffirms the order, “then
the next recourse is the courts.” He
said whatever tomorrow’s decision,
the company is still in violation of
the cease and desist order and
action will have to be taken against

it.

Pac said he has seen nothing in
writing to indicate Gilman will
remove the dam. But, he said,
removing the dam ‘“‘seems like a
horrendous solution to a problem
that can be solved rather simply.”;

The company must submit a
report to DEP by Jan. 1 describing
how it will go about making the
repairs or remove the dang.
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Lake Williams hearing Friday

LEBANON — The
Gilman Brothers Co. of
Bozrah will have the
chance at a hearing
Friday to contest a
state order to close the
gate of the Lake
Williams dam.

Officials today re-
ported the gate is still
open despite the state
cease and desist order
issued Nov. 2.
Lawrence Gilman, a
spokesman for the
company whi owns
the dam, declined to
say whether his com-
pany would dispute the
order at Friday’s
hearing.

The Lake Williams
Beach Association
plans to be represented
at the hearing by its
attorney and some
association members.

The hearing will be

held at 10 a.m. in Room
567 of the state office
building in Hartford.

Last week the state
ordered the company to
close the gate of the
dam immediately, and
subsequently maintain
the lake at not less than
three feet: below the
dam’s spillway. The
company could only
draw the lake down
below that level with
permission from DEP,
the order said.

Closing the gate of the
dam would allow the
247-acre lake in south-
western Lebanon,
which is now empty, to
refill.

A hearing officer
from the DEP’s ad-
judications department
will preside over the
hearing and decide
whether to uphold the

state order. If the
hearing officer does
uphold the order, and
the Gilmans fail to
comply, the DEP would
have to go to court to
force compliance.

DEP is already pre-
paring documents in
case the matter has to
go to court, said a
source. _

The lake was drained
earlier this fall by the

‘Gilman- Bros. Co. to

allow engineers for the
company to study the
dam to prepare plans
for its removal. The
company has until Jan.
1 to submit those re-
moval plans to DEP. At
least two public
hearings would have to
be held on the matter.
DEP must grant ap-
proval before the dam
can be removed.
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By BILL SWEENEY
Staff Writer

HARTFORD — State
Department of
Environmental Protec-
tion officials and at-
torneys for the Gilman
Brothers Co. and the
Lake Williams Beach
Association met behind
closed doors today to

| discuss the state order

to close the gate of the

| Lake Williams dam.

The officials closeted

themselves shortly after Ba

10a.m. today.

They were still meet-
ing at noontime.

The hearing was

' called to give the

Gilman Brothers Co.,
the dam’s owners, a
chance to contest a state
order issued Nov. 2. The
state odered the com-
ga:ny to close the gate of

e dam, which opened
about two-and-a-half
months ago.

However, before the
hearing convened, a
DEP hearing officer

nlg/sy
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| DEP, lake owners and residents
meet privately on gate closing

asked the attorneys and
the department officials
to meet among
themselves to resolve
the issues.

Lake Williams’ resi-
dents, several of whom
waited in the hearing
room for a decision,
reported the gate was
partially closed some-
time around noon
Thursday.

Appparently, a branch
was caught in the gate
however preventing the
te from completely
closing, said George
Mitchell, lake associa-
tion president.

Closing the gate would
allow the 247-acre lake

pany could study the
dam to prepare plans for
its removal. e com-
pnay is under a
four-year-old DEP order
to either repair or re-
move the dam due to its
condition. The company
has, at this point, chosen
to remove it. It has until
jan. 1 to submit plans for
the removal to DEP.
The state attorney
general’s office at the
request of DEP issued
the order to close the
gate. DEP officials said
the company had suffi-
cient time to study the
dam and the gate should
therefore be closed
allowing the lake to re-

in southwestern fill

Lebanon to refill natu-
rally. Currently the lake
is empty. )

The gate was opened
about two-and-a-half
months ago, and the
lake drained completely
about one month ago.

The Gilman Brothers
Co. drained the lake so
engineers for-the com-

Officials estimated it
will take anywhere from
one to six months for the
lake to refill.

The DEP order said
the draining of the lake
had caused pollution to
Lake Williams and
nearby Brewster Pond,
destroyed fish and
plants in the lake and

hurt nearby private
wells. Outraged lake
association members
appealed to the gover-
nor’'s office for in-
tervention, and the con-
troversy prompted a site
visit by DEP officials
last month.

Four years ago, the
DEP ordered the
Gilmans to either repair
or dismantle the dam
creating Lake Williams,
the fourth largest lake in
southeastern Con-
necticut.

Subsequently, in June
this year, the owners
asked DEP for
permission to drain the
lake and do a study on
dismantling the dam.
They were given until
Nov. 1 to submit detailed
engineering plans
showing how the re-
moval would take place.

Later the date for
submitting the
engineer’s report on how
the dismantling would
take place was extended
toJan. 1.



1ol 8y

chRenl e LE

Time limit put on state order
to allow Lake Williams to fill

By BILL SWEENEY
Staff Writer

HARTFORD — An empty
Lake Williams will be allowed to
refill, but only until Jan. 15, as a
result of a settlement negotiated
Friday by state Department of
Environmental Protection of-
ficials and attorneys for the
Gilman Brothers Co.

Lake Williams residents, sev-
eral of whom waited nearly five
hours for a decision, were dis-
mayed the settlement lasts only
until mid-January. The lake
association attorney strongly
objected to the cut-off date.

““This only protects my clients
until Jan. 15. Then they’re in
legal limbo again with no pro-
tection,”” said M. Hatcher
Norris, who was also involved in
the nearly five hours of private
negotiations.

“They just opened the door
wide open again for the

Gilmans,” said lake association
President George Mitchell.
However, Benjamin Warner,
director of water resources for
the DEP, said the negotiations
“made a lot of progess toward
the long-term problem’ of
whether the dam will be fixed or

Index

Sports
Television...
Town News.

taken down. Officials for the
Gilman Bros. were unavailable
afterwards to comment on their
final plans for the dam, though
the company has said it will
dismantle it.

Warner conceded the Gilmans
could legalf]y drain the lake
again after Jan. 15, but said his
department could issue another
order prohibiting a second
draw-down.

The settlement was reached
privately by the officials in lieu
of a hearing on a state order to
close the dam issued Nov. 2 to
the company. The DEP wanted

(Dam, Page5)
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Dam deadline

(Continued from Page 1)

Gilman Bros. to allow the lake,
which at 247 acres is the fourth
largest in southeastern Con-

necticut, to refill. The original

order had no cut-off date.

DEP hearing officer Louis
Miller accepted the stipulated
agreement between the de-
partment and the company and
revoked the original state order.

The company plans' to file
plans with the state in De-
cember, said its attorney, to
either repair or dismantle the
dam. By mid-January, public
hearings should be held on the
application and a decision made
soon after, said Warner. Warner
said a decision by DEP on final
plans for the dam could be made
as soon as one month after the
hearings.

4 -
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Lebanon Residents Charge State
Betrayed Them on Lake Drainage

By LISA STENZA
Courant Staff Writer

The now-drained Lake Williams in
Lebanon began to refill Friday, but
lakeside residents say the state be-
trayed them because it could be dry
again in a few months.

Gilman Bros. Co., which owns the
dam that created the lake, agreed
Friday to comply with a state De-

t of Environmental Protec-
tion order issued last week to close
the dam’s floodgates, allowing it to
refill. In return, the DEP agreed to
revoke the order, providing the gates
remain closed until Jan. 15.

After Jan. 15, however, the com-
pany can decide to open the gates
and allow the lake to empty again.

“I think the DEP has taken two
steps backward now on getting the
situation resolved,” said George
Mitchell, president of the Lake Wil-
liams Beach Association. The associ-
ation has been trying unsuccessfully
to buy the dam, which the DEP has
ordered repaired or demolished.

“It was a big sham,” Mitchell said.
“It appears to me that they put out
the order a week ago to look like they
were getting tough . . . and then they
revoke the order.”

Lake residents said the agreement
only postpones the ongoing dispute
they have had with Gilman Bros.
over the 247-acre lake. The lake was
drained when the company opened
the floodgates in September to do a
study of the dam.

“This is six years that we have
endured this,” said Bernyce Bren-
nan, a lakeside resident for 18 years.
“When is it going to stop? Six years

e This is six years that
we have endured this.
When is it going to
stop?

Bemyce Brennan

Lakeside resident

of looking out and wondering if we
are going to have any water.”
Gilman Bros. has vowed to re-
move the dam and is proceeding
with plans to do so. But first, the
;Loompany must obtain DEP approv-

Ben Warner, DEP’s director of
water resources, said he agreed to
the Jan. 15 date because officials
were confident the matter would be
resolved by then. After Gilman Bros.
submits its plans for removal of the
dam, a public hearing must be held
before DEP decides whether to ap-
prove them, he said.

If proceedings take longer than
Jan. 15 and Gilman Bros. opens the
dam’s floodgates without a good rea-
son, Warner said, another cease-and-
desist order can. be issued. But
Mitchell said the order would be
useless because it takes the lake
about a week to drain and up to six
months to fill to capacity.

The agreement Friday between
Gilman Bros. and the DEP officials
came after a four-hour negotiating
session during a hearing on the order
to close the gates. The comﬁy at
first refused to comply and the

ZEL
cooR +MNT

ates open. Company President
wrence Gilman said engineers
were studying how to remove the
dam and could do that only when the
lake was dry.

Edmund W. O’Brien, the attorney
representing Gilman Bros., said the
study was completed Thursday and
the gates were shut that day. The
lake is beginning to fill again, he
said

Half of the 12 residents who at-
tended Friday’s hearing at the
DEP’s Hartford offices waited four
hours to hear the result of the closed
negotiations, and all expressed their
dismay with the outcome.

Residents say the lake is now a

huge mud puddle dotted with rotted
stumps and dead fish. Some resi-
dents said deer crossing the lake
have gotten stuck. They added they
were worried that a child wandering
onto the lake bed might become
trapped.
Because the water table has
dropped, some residents said their
wells have gone dry, and they fear
all property values have dropped
drastically.

Gilman Bros. will not negotiate
with the lake association to sell the
dam, unless it withdraws a lawsuit
against the company for allowing
the lake to drain, Mitchell said. The
lake association is not willing to drop
the suit, which is expected to be
heard in the state Supreme Court
within two months.

Lake Williams was created in
1865, when a dam was built to har-
ness the water power for energy. In
1898, the dam was sold to Gilman
Bros., which owns the Bozrah Light
and Power Co.
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Bulletin photo by Fran Funk

Bernyce Brennan in front of her home on the shore of Lake Williams.

Lake Williams residents
yearn for a lake to enjoy

By TRACEY O’'SHAUGNESSY
Bulletin Staff Writer

LEBANON — It is now the
hotly debated mudpile that sits
about six miles from Lebanon
Center.

Lake Williams, now mired in
legal and political debate, has
become, these days, more a
matter of concern than a mat-
ter of recreation.

And for the 120 families
which live in the 79 cottages
dotting -southeastern Connecti-
cut's fourth-largest recreation-
al lake, the fight over the

draining of the lake has affect-
ed more than the lake itself.

It has affected the families’
attitudes; it has affected their
relationships.

“When I think of it, really,”
said Rose Miller, a resident of
the lake, “it’s more than this
fight. It’s really more — it's
just sad that this has happened
to the lake itself. It's man,
really — it’s man destroying
the lake.”

Yet this lake man is destroy-
also is one he created.
riginally, the 247-acre area

was an apple orchard, flooded
to create a lake used for ice in
the winter. Shopkeepers from
Willimantic would trek down
the unpaved roads, cut into the
ice, and haul chunks of it back
to town.

It wasn’t until 1948, when the
Gilman Brothers Company,
owners of the dam, built the
dam higher, that the lake flood-
ed to its present size.

And in the post-war economic
expansion, it wasn’t long before
a savvy Boston land developer

Please see Page 12/LAKE
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Lake

(Continued from Page One)
snatched up the surrounding area
and sold the land. Lots were div-
vied up, sold out, and developed.

Mary Wilcox sits in an upright
wood chair in the living room of
Dorothy and Stanley Gierula on the
east end of the lake. She has been
here the longest, she says. She
remembers the uncultivated begin-
nings, the unkempt wilderness that
brought her and her husband here
early in 1949.

“We were a handful then,” she
says wistfully. “It was peaceful; it
was quiet. You had the lake — it
was beautiful, it was country liv-
ing. Now, when I take a walk at
night, I have to look twice because
of the cars.”

As cottages sprouted up among
the trees, the few residents, now
beginning to develop the relation-
ships that are still intact 30 years
later, saw the need for some form
of governance.

The Lake Williams Beach Asso-
ciation was formed in 1953, with
five members. It sent representa-
tives to Hartf

roads were dug, streetlights were
installed.

At the time, on the south corner

of the lake, there stood a lodge. The
Grand Lake Luxury Lodge was a
chic, kosher resort that brought
New Yorkers to the country, pro-
vided them with country air, coun-
try water, country ambience.

But it also provided souvenirs
from home. Broadway snapped,

and glitzed its way across
the hardwood country floors. A
sightseeing boat — a sort of nauti-
cal surry with the fringe on top —
was docked on the lake and carried
its high-paying customers around
the lake.

Lake residents who worked at
Grand Lodge would take their
boats to work.

While the lodge was in buisiness,
the draining of Lake Williams took
place in October. Both resort cus-

Residents tied cables to the

stumps, yanked them out, and
pulled them to shore.

Dorothy Gierula remembers:
“Everybody would go out and pull
up the weeds and the stumps and
we'd go and have a party. We'd
say, ‘let’s have a bonfire,” and look
for somebody’s house and we'd
burn the stumps. We looked for-
;z;lrd to those times. We'd have a

At night, when the kids were
scrubbed, fed, and tucked into bed,
mom and dad would light the
lanterns, which then served as
streetlights, and head out into the
summer evening air.

They would meet other couples,
walk the road, and eventually end
up at somebody’s house — prefera-
bly one with a piano — and spend
the night in song.

“Those were the days,” said
Stanley (Stosh) Gierula.

In 1975, the Grand Lake Lodge
was struck by fire. Restoration was
quick and efficient, but the Lodge
never regained its former promin-
ence. Management changed and
the lodge finally went out of busi-
ness in 1977.

In 1980, the lake was drained for

Artificial-heart calls
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Twen-
ty prospective artificial heart re-
cipients have contacted Humana
Heart Institute International since
the hospital got federal approval to
have the heart implants performed.

the first time during a recreational
season.

In 1978, the Army Corps of Engi-
neers in declared the dam unsafe
and the DEP ordered the Gilmans
to either repair or remove the dam.
Contending that repairs would be
too expensive, the company elected
to remove the dam. They say the
draining of the lake is part of a
study on how best to remove the
dam.

The state attorney general re-
cently ordered the company to halt
the drainage.

Meanwhile, the lake remains
muddied, its northern portions
ing to marsh. i
“It's just changed your whole
outlook,” said Bernyce Brennan.
“It's more than just frustration.
It’s almost agonizing. In life, most
people buy a home because that’s
their edge against everything. I've
got 24 feet of glass in my bedroom
overlooking the lake — and there’s
no lake,” she said.
“It's a mudpile. I used to watch
all the wildlife — that’s what drew
me here, the primitive quality of

the lake. Now it’s all I can do to
stay here and look at it. It makes
you anxious. It’s a strain. I've just
withdrawn from all activities be-
cause I just can’t bear to look at
this mess out there anymore.”

Brennan says that resolution of
the problem — no matter what its
implications — will draw the resi-
dents back together. .

“When all is settled and we have
our lake back again,” said Dorothy
Gierula, “T just hope that we’ll get
back to living the way we were
living before.”



hix]sy

BOLLET!N
’s Lake Willi Dam-ord
DEP’s e Williams Dam order
° ®

could establish precedent in state

By TRACEY O’SHAUGHNESSY  DEP then ordered the Gilman com- Association, said he prefers having
Bulletin Staff Writer pany either to destroy or repair the the board take over the dam. But

LEBANON — An order by the dam. To comply with a DEP- he said there is a fourth option
Department of Environmental mandate that it supply the agency having the Gilmans, the state and
tection forcing owners of the Lake with a study on how best to repair ﬂaeukeAssodaﬁonworktog
Williams Dam to close the dam the dam, the company has drained the dam repaired and leave
gates could set a precedent for the lake. water level up.
dams in the state. State ownership, Warner con-

DEP Commissioner Stanley J. tends, would mean turning the area ~ Whatever the resolution, it will
Pac said the cease and desist order  into some form of state park. probably not come until after Jan
marks the first time his agency But Clark, who favors state own- 1, the date the company is required
ordered a private company to close ership, said he doubted the area to present its engineering study to
the gates of that company’s own would become a park, noting the the DEP.
dam. But the order itself will not around the lake is owned
resolve the issue. According to the residents.

DEP Director of Water Resources The last option would be to have
Benjamin Warner, the problem can the Gilman company follow
be solved in one of three ways through with its stated intention to

B The state could take over the destroy the dam.
dam. Of the three options, George

B The Lebanon Flood and Ero- Mitchell, president of the Lake
sion Control Board could take over e ——————
the dam.

B The Gilman Brothers could
destroy the dam.

mans refused to speak to board
representatives, citing a suit filed “I'm with the whole
against them by the Lake Williams bunch of them,” Warner said, “The

the compa- for not trying to settle this in an
ny’s right to drain the lake. Both intelligent manner. It's absolutely
Gilman brothers have refused all ridiculous that they carry onm in
comment while the matter is in such a juvenile manner. Both sides

i
litigation. 1 §
§
¢

{ A municipal flood and erosion
control board has not yet taken
over a dam anywhere in the state.

If the board takes the dam away
from the company, it would have to

whatever the courts decided to
the appraised value of the dam
and water rights.

First Selectman Edward O. Clark
"noted no cost estimate has been
'made for either the dam or its
| repair. Without this, he doubted the
. town would take over the dam.

i
{ The Army Corps of Engineers in
lll!lld_eclaredtlndamunsafe.m
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DEP satisfied with plans to cl

By TRACEY 0’SHAUGHNESSY
: Bulletin Staff Writer

Ben]amm Warner, of the DEP
Department of Water Resources,
because the company closed
gates last Thursday, the cease-
gnd-desist order was revoked. He

_

dam, although DEP Commissioner
Stanley J. Pac said last week he
gdseennothinginwﬁﬁngtoﬂnt

Calling the company’s decision to
leavethegatesopenwhueltseeks
methods to repair the dam “a
concession on the Gilmans’ part,”
- Warner said it was “well worth the

compromise. At least it’s not a
: dp:lrxxlr!?nent destruction of the

George Mitchell, president of the

also said the DEP would not fine

. the company for not complying

witht.heorderbyaspeclﬁedhme

were to close the gatw We just

wanted the gates closed.”
Reversing a previous position,

Warner said Gilman attorneys indi-

Lake Williams Beach Association,
said he realized dam repairs would
require opening the gates and
draining the lake. “I don’t see any
way around that,” he said.

Warner said Friday's hearing -
was delayed five hours because the
DEP’s hearing officer suggested
Gilman and the DEP try to negoti-
ate a solution to the problem to
avoid a possible court case.

Warner said DEP engmeers have
verified the company s assertion
that silt is stuck in the dam gates

* and that the company may have to

open the gates to remove the silt.
First Selectman Edward O. Clark
and Mitchell questioned the reasons

fications by Jan. 1.

A hearing was called Friday so
the company could present reasons
why the Nov. 2 DEP cease-and-
desist order was unjustified.

Last Wednesday, DEP Commis-
sioner Stanley J. Pac said the
company had not complied with the
order. He reacted angrily, saying
the Gilmans were “playing games
with us” and “procrastinating.”

Neither Pac nor Lawrence Gil-
man were available for comment.

The dam was declared unsafe in

1978 by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and in 1980 the DEP ordered

for the cease and desist order. Said
Mitchell, “I question why they ‘is-
sued the order that they did and
then turn around two weeks later
and revoke the order.”

Mitchell said revoking the order
places the company “out from un-
der the constraints imposed” by
the DEP. “The fate of the lake is
pretty much in the hands of Mr.

Gilman,” he said. “The DEP is
letting him do that.”
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Board accuses beach group
‘of interfering in dam talks

LEBANON — Members of a town
board last night charged that the

Lake Williams Beach Association
has blocked its negotiation efforts
to solve the dam controversy.

to the
to resolve the case. It has
also a legislative inquiry

angry the association had started
the action without informing the

- Al Lopes, a member of the nego-

tiating committee, singled out
board member and association
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tion was “a separate and
entity”” and is entitiled to act as it
sees fit.

But Raymond Kanter joined in
Lopes’ attack, saying, ‘“Your attor-
ney made the remark to somebody
at the DEP that he didn’t think you
guys would win this case. You're

board “as leverage to get the Lake
:iil.iannhsoeiaﬂantodmptheir

“As the board, we have to func-
tion separately and distinctly (from
the association) .... And if some-
body is making negotiations diffi-
cult, well then, we have to
negotiate anyway.”

Mitchell and the seven lake resi-
dents present said they refused to
drop or postpone the suit, noting
whe association had spent four
years and $12,000 to continue the
suit. They also said their suit was a
direct result of not being able to
come to a settlement with the

company.

Mitchell angrily questioned
whether the board would function
better without the association
present, saying that “most of the
meetings we've had have been
taken up with me being shot at and
it isn’t solving the problem.”

He also said the Gilmans’ refusal
to discuss the issue while the suit is
in litigation “is a bunch of bunk”
because more cases are settled out
of court than in court.



‘Board to lake group:
cool it on the talk

., LEBANON — Mem-
bers of the flood and
erosion control board
have advised the Lake
Williams Association to
tone down its public ef-
forts in the ongoing
dispute with the dam’s
owner, prompting the
president of the
association, also a
member of the flood
el, to accuse the
rd of setting a double
standard that is unfair
to the association.
Board chairman Sol
Kiotic Wednesday
ich.rged that George
Mitchell, lake associa-
tion president and board.
member, has interfered
with the board’s at-
tempts to negoiate a
settlement with the
Gilman Bros. Co.,
owners of the Lake
Williams dam, by
generating excessive
megative publicity.

'q

i

Kiotic claimed the ma-
jority of rest of the
felt the same way.
Mitchell, however,
said “the board mem-
bers are operating with
a double standard.” He
claimed that while the
flood board is asking the
association to keep quiet
about the dispute, it’s
not applying the same
standrd to the Gilman
Bros., the company
which has “to

dismantle the lake’s
dam. :
‘“‘Our response is:

- plans in December.

Though Kiotic and
Mitchell di
the association’s public
efforts opposing the

lans, they that
Ehe option of mm
the dam should be elim-
inated from the state
order. If the option was

' eliminated, the company

would not be able to take
down the dam, leaving it
with only the option opf
repairing thedam.

v/is/8 ¥

CHRONC L E

The flood board has
officially urged the DEP
to take the dam-removal
option out of the order.

Kiotic has urged the
lake association to drop
its suit, now pending
before the state
Supreme Court, against
the Gilmans. The suit
seeks to establish

-association rights to at

least a certain amount
of water in lake. The
compnay has said it will
not negotiate with the
flood board while the
suit is going on.

Said Kiotic: ‘‘They
(the association) are not
willing to give us a
chance to try to help
them. They need the
Gilmans, the Gilmans
don’t need them.”

Mitchell, however,
said the association will
not drop its suit.

“You're asking us to

sthrow out something

(for which) we’ve
worked for four years
and spent $12,000 for.
But what are you asking
Mr. Gilman?”’ asked
Mitchell. !

He conceded his duel
role as board member
and lake association

resident has caused
ension on the flood
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S DEP determines Gilman Brothers - ¢ falf 8

complied with cease and desist .
LEBANON — After five DEP cease and desist order """

™. hours of closed-door neﬁnﬂ-«uﬂ- was unjustified. Ssarch
«~ tions, the of - Last Wi DEP Com-
ronmental Protection
f owners of the
Lake Williams Dam had com- E
plied with a cease and desist to the defiance of the -
= order to close the gates of the order, saying the Gilmans
cﬂh:phnryl"eag?eed to ll?eep :hr: and“;rocmmnaﬁng "w“:h (8
gates closed until January 15 Neither Pac nor 'Lawrence
s jamin Warner, of the Gilman were available for
DEP’s Department Water
= Resources, aaidﬂl::caut::lg: mmabythem
company closed ga safe
; Thursday, the cease and dess- and in lmga:g:
ist order was revoked. He also DEP ordered the
2> said the DEP would not fine or remove the dam. The
the company for failure to has stated
with the order by the its intention to remove the
e sioner Stanley J At A
“We were didq:sed to press- oner . Pac
ing them on issue as to  week he nothing in
when they were to close the wriﬁngtoa&lnnfhlslngmﬂw.
S gates. We just wanted the Calling s deci-
gates closed.” ~ sion to leave the gates open
In a reversal of a previous  While it seeks out
position, Warner said Gilman  repair the dam “a concession
al indicated the compa- on the Gilman’s part,” Warner
nmm present said it was ‘¢ the
to destroy the dam, but would compromise. At least it’s not a
e e e
open an
: George t of
e ha dar. e ComPany £ ne'] ake Williams Beach Asso-
present  S00 %ﬂm mnﬁ'
the DEP with posal on 0n. I e
said he realized dam repairs
1 tions by January  Lo01q require openin tl‘I‘?

S gmu;: and the !
. on’t see any way aroun

so the could present " ha i

reasons why Novaiiny that L basald. o 1/0AM
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By LISA STENZA
Courant Staff Writer

“It's a mﬂlz irresponsible act,”
said tchell, president of
- the Lake Williams Beach Associa-

LEBANON — Owners of the dam
at Lake Williams, who are under
state orders to repair or remove the
structure, want to leave the flood-
gqm open year-round and drain the

-acre lake.

Wes Marsh, field inspector with
the state t of Environ-
mental Protection’s Water Re-
:uﬂrca Unit, ﬁgy‘!‘:gda& that DEP

cials are proposal
made by Gilman Bros. Co., which has
owned the dam for almost a century.

A hearing on the proposal is sched-
uled Jan. 22 at 10 a.m. in the State

tion. “If the proposal is implement-
ed, it would destroy one of the larg-
est recreational lakes in
soul Connecticut.”

The DEP, at the request of the
town’s Flood and Ercsion Control
Board, is st alternatives to the
said. Town

September to study the dam situa-
tion.
Marsh said he expects the results

oﬂheDEP'sstndytobePreaentedto
Gilman at the . “We hope to
Erosion

1|58

g Cowtad

of Dam Propose Drair

Control Board to come up with an
alternative that is acceptable,” he

said.

Marsh said Gilman has proposed
building a small dam upstream to
control silt erosion and act as a flood
control. |

The prospect of losing the pictur-
esque, 120-year-old lake enfuriates
lake residents, who last fall watched
it become a huge mud puddle when
Gilman drained it to study the dam.
The lake bed was dotted with rotted
stumps and dead fish, they said, and
animals got stuck in the mud.

Residents also complained that
draining the lake caused the water
table to drop and made nearby wells
go dry. They fear that property val-

Office Building, Marsh said.

work with the and

~ 1ing Lake Williams

- ues have dropped drastically as a
resul

t.

Residents’ complaints prompted
DEP Commissioner Stanley J. Pac
to visit the site in October. He told
residents that any demolition pro-
posal concerning the dam would

_ need his approval.

In November, the DEP ordered
Gilman to allow the lake to refill.
The company first refused, but then

to comply, although only un-

Jan. 15. The water level still is
about 4 feet below capacity, Mitchell
said, and 2 'arge portion of the lake’s
porthern end, which normally is

" about 5 feet deep, now contains less

than a foot of water.
A June 1978 inspection by the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers concluded
the dam needed repairs to meet fed-
eral safety standards. In 1980, Gil-
man was ordered to repair the dam
or remove it.
This year Gilman decided to re-
move the dam, saying that the cost of
epairs played a role in the decision.
an attempt to save the lake, the
Williams Lake Beach Association
filed an unsuccessful lawsuit. An ap-
will be heard Jan. 17 in the state
preme Court, Mitchell said.
Gilman will not negotiate unless
the lawsuit is withdrawn. The lake
association is not willing to with-
draw it because, if negotiations fail,
it would have to begin the lengthy
court process again.
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—— Lebanon board studies
- Lake Williams options

" opinions of lake residents.
act “All board members should
— ~—— " come up with a list of options the
board can exercise with
. to the lake,” board alternate

Engin

safe in 1978, the Department of
Environmental Protection or-
dered the company to repair or
remove the dam. A dam modifi-
cation proposal was submitted to
the DEP last week, outlining how
T the company plans to correct the
dam’s current problems.

Leaving the dam gates open, as
the proposal suggested, - would
destroy the lake, but would still
provide flood protection required

bytheArmy(ku'psofEngineas'

report.
Presented with that option,
board Chairman Irving Kiotic

state
would lose control over it.

Other options discussed in the
meeting included renting the
dam from the company, assum-
ing the lake by the board’s power
of eminent domain, or negotiat-

a suitable recreational level.
Such an agreement existed when
the Grand Lake Lodge operated
on the lake’s shores more than 40
years ago.

George Mitchell, president of
the Lake Williams Beach Asso-
ciation, said prior to his tenure
as president, the company had
asked for $10,000 a year to keep
the lake at a suitable level. Kiotic
Sidns:nxm:ed the sum as too expen-

ve.




