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A Paleo-Indian archaeological find was made while digging for our new dam!
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rchaeologist John Pfeiffer, center, directs Peter Kwasniewski of
ssex, an-amateur archaeologist, and Lori Chace, a Wesleyan

" "Fran Funk pha

University archaeology $tudenr whare to Iocate test holes at tl

Lake Williams site.

In Lebanon, a prehlstorlc find

Archaeologzsts turn up 10 000-year-old artzfacts

y DEAN R. JACOBOW[TZ
Chronie!e Btaff Writer

JEBANON — Untll Joe

ly'e
ms. las -month, the town’s
Aliést campers were often
)ught to be French soldiers
1t

200, y06s
[‘he amateyr archaeolo
st’s discovery, which
ympted an' intensive three-
ek search for stone: cutting
ls and other artifacts at
s lake; riow. puts the town'’s
rllest campers at about
000 years' earlier, when -
leo-Indians roamed the
mtryside in pursuit of the
w-extinct animals they

is is as rare as they
,* archaeologist John' Pfe-
ir said of the Paleo-Indian
3, discovered at an area of.
ke bed owned by local
‘mer Harold Liebman.
his documents the first
ve of people toming into
+ New World.
The dates 6f people commg
o North America —. South
terica, too — really cluster
ound 11,000 or 10,000
irs ago," continuéd the Old
me archaeologist, who
rrsaw a scientific: excava-
1 of the area. "This site fits
ht in there,"
'arkos, a student of Pfe-
r's when the archaeologist
ght at Wesleyan Univer-
7 in Middletown, .said he
1 visited Lake Williams a

‘ edges," the East Haddam res-

. 'Cause we don’t
get any older

few years, hoping to find
signs of aneient visitors. This
time he just happened to be

Tucky.

"As’'you’re loukmg down,

. .you're just looking for differ-

ent materials, or what we call

ident said. "It just came in at
the right angle

(pieces) than
this."

‘The Lebanon' g
site, which will
soon be covered
with water as the-
lake refills follow-
ing a dam-recon-
struction project,
is one of only two
such Paleo-In-
dian campsites
discovered so far
in-the state. The
other; in'Wash-
ington,'was dis-
covered inthe
late 1970s8by
Roger Moeller,
who, like many
other curious ar-
chaeologists, paid
a visit to the Leb-
anon site since its
discovery.

Pfeiffer, ‘Parkos
and & handful of

- volunteers, whese search for

artifacts. required them to sift
through every grain of sand in
a 58-square-meter area of
land, eventually uncovered

that were torn’ fmm the edges.
: ) ~-gng = gl of 'whom wand

The'smoking gun

This tiny artifact, the
base of fluted spear
point; -placed man at
what now is the town

of-Lebanon 10,500
years ago ‘during: the
Paleo-Indian Period.

many smaller pieces,

"We have more than 20 di-"
rect artifache that show contin-
ual reuse," Pfeiffer said,
"Artifacts that were made and
resharpened likeé scrapers,
gravers, spear points, knives,
thmﬁs for ‘splitting bone. And

ave' thousands of pieces

"Sume of these

kind of work Was
. bemg done at the
site," he contin-
ued.
. The team also
discovered what

* even more impor-
4ant find — a
hearth, Though
about 30 feet ih-

and other tools
similar to those
pulled from the
sand, leading Pfe-
_iffer to tie the two
sites together. He
said the hearth
will allow for a
more accurate
dating of the Pa-
leo-Indian site, because scien-
tists in the lab will be able to
carbon ‘date bits of charcoal
and other organic matter found
there. In addition to providing

are minute ... but |
-they tell .us what‘

some consider an.

land from the:
sandy area, the"
fire pit contamed‘
a stone hammer’

gamc matter will also pro
many more details ‘about
‘campsite, such as how ‘old i
what type of nuts and ber

“the early visitors might t

eaten, what kind of wood 1

‘burned and what time of ;

they wereat tHe site:
Pfeiffer speculated ‘that
exteérided family of Palea-]

from campsite.to camp

. throughout the year in pai

of the hunt — remained ai
Lebanon site for three or
days. 2 )

Though the excavation o

‘Eiebman property took n

archaéologists many houi

-painstaking work;, Pfeiffer
much of the legwork is jus

ginning, The lab analysis ¢

the artifacts will take at '

four weeks, he estimated.
"This probably will' war

a book " he said of the Leb

site.

Funded by the Institut
American Indian Studi
Washington, Conn., the
vation ‘of Liebman’s pro
and the subsequent lab a
sis will event.ually help ar
ologists piece together a
more of mankind’s long
complex history, and a
more about Paleo-Indians
cifically,

Pfeiffer said the Paleo
ans are believed to have
from ‘Asia to North Ame
by 4. land bridge that es
about 11,000 years ago.
“then quickly spread out
ious points in the Nortk
South Amencnn contineni



ummwmmcom.smm,my ONMM

Lake Will; a

(Gunthmed m Page 3N
Bt Pfeiffer said Arohneoln-

tefm residence at 4
Wsnudtoﬁndq\ﬁmafewof»
. these.",

; Pnrku uid count!au A

s came to to mind v

. the ford of the stream,
-which existed long bsforé
o m.wnum- uﬁxe to be.

. *When you pick (éne of the’

ioohwp),ywunklnddplo-'_', )

person: b

ago," he uid
:."You pub yautn‘}{ in that -
iplace. You try. o imlgine
vthlt was

ind.Mthayuw, wlm-e'

10,000 years

with the riews: Among-the
chagologist Nicholas Bellan-
. totil, who visited the site. to’

how 1
. led.m:xhe "said. ' *We" have

P

thswﬂutonowohnvs.’
‘Bellantoni ‘said. othet

facts- from’ the Palso:Tndian

-+ ~-era’ have, heeh-wunogvered. at -

mlih.,ammn,pldrod =

f ﬂcl& an\ieonatrucﬁnn 3
* but rarely have ‘they heen
'fnnndatanumﬁshmbodslu X
“Thé contrelled excavation

provides the epritest for inter-.
pretation, bécause artifacts’ , one
and of themsslves tell us
v»yllbtle,"lmn!i *Artifacts -
within a site, in r‘hﬁm to
other sites, can be plnusd

and can
'zvibh whlch to- mmpreb lcﬂvs

 “*Now we can actually tnlk
about human behavior - —
these | o were do-
what their eultures con- -
- sisted of," Bellantoni said.’

*You're talking about thwf'
- first people of Oognectieut

Some of the. diggers at the
Lebanon site — who' were -
making final -test. pits this
week to ensure they hnf:}';

5%

ehuoologlul cu-c]u bnning 5
first toheat of it was state ar- -

: ve
to

BE
8

r prehistoric sités fn thé " would bé
nro(,b\nt.lohh’ﬂiﬂedrtah\ly‘

arti-

~—algo’
gpnuh:s Paloorlndian The
piece, a twl.~
used to kill 3
animtl-, measures novenl -
centimeters ita.
etﬂl razor-sharp..Anether
plaes, as_a fluted,

d ba dutad m‘pvh;y ltu .

whnovnslbont

what they found.
b (s fhe artifacts). had w
commercixl significant ;:

¢ et
-Fl«nt Selectman Jn 06.
0 nllo was pl to

e

tliuy veere able to-make
dlscovory bolotq the hke
ﬁll

Mm.
{ these items

-the public and finding a i
_proper site for the display of il
all theprehib@orldpleée&"

-happer

into-a’ logal’

museum — because does
marktheﬁrﬂb oy of
the area,” he said,. "I. would
likaﬁaeaitremnlninnnfe

‘Bellantonisaid the Con-

" pectigut Btate M\uwm of
-“Natdiral . - i

student at Wesleyan who  té Wilbur Grdss Kﬁﬂ&hﬁm
4 num &t , the University of Connecticut

"IG’ ;
G anmdl'mghd

ninthamaberlalgne;l )

—F

number of local Indlan arti-
facts in & display called "One.
Circle Home." The museumi,
Bellantoni said, is affiliated
with his office of state. ar-
chaeology, also bassd at .
UConn.

Pfeiffer didn’t reahze unt:.l
this week that Lebanon His--
torical Society has embarked

ona ﬁmdnﬁserbobulld its -

own. muséum on -the:town
green, land for. which it hn.s

: already P“fChBBed  The ar—-

; d at

the possibility of keeping: the

Paleo-Indjan artifacts there..
"I hope-they- contact me,"-

“Pfeiffer Sal? "Oneé of the

tnost xmporeant thmgs in all

* of this is that while research -

i3 carried on by professionals
i E_a_d ax;ateurs [if it doésn't-
-way-bgk-to-tie-feo-
rs themselves,-we bave conr="
xmt:ted a temble cnme




Hartford Courant May 2, 1994Annual Meeting was held on Su'nday, Ju_ne 5, 2016 at 1:00 at The Acre.
A small group met and heard minutes of the 2015 annual meeting, pre3|der!t, tax collc_actc_)r, trfaasurer,
auditors, beach maintenance reports. Sand is needed at Beach 2. There will be no picnic this

year. Beach and property maintenance was increased by $700 so that tree work can pe done by an
insured and licensed contractor. Taxes were increased to $70. per year. Current Officers and Directors

were reelected for another term.

& Archaeologist John Pfeiffer of Old Lyme sifts gravel in search
of artifacts at a Lebanon site believed to have been used by
Paleo-Indians, who inhabited North American more than

10,500 years ago.

Lake bottom yields
Indian artifacts

By LEE FOSTER
Courant Staff Writer

LEBANON — A small team of
volunteer archaeologists has
been working frantically since
last week to excavate the re-
mains of a 10,500-year-old Indi-
an campsite discovered at the
bottom of Lake Williams, before
the site is covered by the slowly
rising waters of the lake.

With tense care, archaeologist
John Pfeiffer of Old Lyme and
his team have sifted and exam-
ined every pebble and grain of
sand dug from 58 square meters
of ground, looking for artifacts
with one eye and watching the
level of the water with the other.
. Thursday, the tension eased.

Pfeiffer said he was confident
that what had been found on the
lake bottom, combined with
findings from another site far-
ther inland, was enough to prove

that the site had been used by
Paleo-Indians, who inhabited
North American more than
10,500 years ago.

The only other site in the state
where Indian artifacts that old
have been discovered is in Wash-

ington Depot, and there are only

eight or nine such sites in New
England, Pfeiffer said.

The lake bottom had been ex-
posed in the fall, when repairs
began on the dam at the eastern
side of the lake. When the spill-
way of the dam was opened, the
only water left was in the stream
bed that ran across the bottom of
the lake.

Amateur archaeologist Joseph
Parkos Jr. of East Haddam had
been waiting for years for a
chance to explore the lake bot-
tom. As a student of archaeology,
he knew that near a stream bed

Please see Artifacts, Page C7

John R. Dunn / Special to The Courant
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ABOVE: Thls dep;cts :
how man from the
Paleo-Indian: Period
looked and lived.-The
illustration by William:
Parsons ‘is: from the
book, ‘The Adkins: .
- Site: A Palago.Indian
Habitation ‘and Asso-
ciated Stone Struc: -
ture,’ by R.M. Gramly .
(Pers:mmon Press,.
1988): and is about 7
an exeavatjon site in:
Maine: RIGHT: An ar-
chaeologist'’s tools of
the ‘trade wait in the:
foreground -as . John
Pfeiffer shows the:
Lake Williams site to
two amateur archae-.

_ ologists earlier this *
week. :




