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Lake Williams suits dropped by court
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By JOHN PHILIP
Staff Writer

LEBANON — Two suits filed
by the owners of Lake Williams
for permission to remove the
dam on the Jake have been
thrown out of Hartford Superior
Court on technicalities, adding
a new twist to the eight-year
saga of the embattled lake.

Lawrence and Charles
Gilman, who own the lake, dam
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S **~ John
Bartok said, Wakeman was
granted a two-year permit al-

and water rights, had sued both
the state Department of
Environmental Protection and
then-acting C issi John

responded with a proposal to
breech the dam, but the DEP
refused permission for this and
instead ordered them to fix it,

Anderson after the DEP or-
dered them to repair the de-
teriorating dam.

Originally, in 1982, after in-
spections were made beginning
in 1978, the DEP ordered the
Gilmans to either repair or
destroy the dam. In 1984, they
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greal-amount-of-surgery. so that
animals—aren't-hespitalized for
iods-of-ti . vrote,
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State Rep. Edith Prague (D-
8th District) said this morning
that the two cases had been
thrown out of Hartford Superior
Court for procedural
technicalities, giving those
struggling for a resolution to the
problem ‘“‘another new matter
to deal with.”

Neither the Gilmans nor their
attorney was available for
comment this morning.

Prague learned of the court
action during a closed meetin;
this morning with DEP officials
and legislators involved in the

main stumbling block was the
Gilman brothers, who did not
attend the informational hear-
ing because they were in litﬁua-
tion.

Since they wouldn’t negotiate
at the time, the possibilty of
seizing the property by eminent

ain was discussed. As the
law stands now, however, the
town would not favor eminent
domain proceedings because it
would make residents re-
sponsible for one third of a
puchase price, as yet unknown,
tobeset by a judge.

Index

affair in Hartford to di
possible solutions.

“Every possibility is going to
be looked at,” and “at this
point, everything is still on the
table,” she said

“It's not fair to the town or
the state to jump into some-
thing"" without properly analyz-
ing it, she said.

A list of 13 possible solutions
to the stalemate, drafted by the
DEP, was discussed at a meet-
ing in town last week. Those at
the ‘meeting agreed that the
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Lake Williams will
be completely drained

LEBANON — Lake Williams
is being completely drained so
its owners may fill a fire safety
pond and repair the dam gate.

Art Christian of the DEP’s
Water Compliance unit said this
morning the lake owners
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Lawrence and Charles Gilman
informed the DEP of their
intentions earlier this month.
Since they own the lake, the
dam and the water rights, they
have complete control over the
water level, officials said.

“By tommorrow morning it's
going to be all over,” said Ray
Kanter, who owns a camp-
ground on the lake. Kanter said
he feared a largescale fish kill
from the draining. It will also
put an end to recreational
activities on the lake.

The Gilmans told the DEP
they are draining the lake to fill
up the fire pond at their mill in
Bozrah, and to repair the gate
at the dam which has been
stuck open about an inch since
it was discovered broken earlier
this summer.

Since the gate broke, the
water level has been steadily
decreasing. The Gilmans
couldn’t be reached this morn-

ing.
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Fish kill

DEAD fish continue to pile up
near dam of Lake Williams in
Lebanon, following draining of
the water by dam owners
Lawrence and Charles Gilman.

stench filled the air from the

ad fish; late Friday afternoon
all that remained alive were
catfish and bullheads. Little
d isolated pockets of water re-
vealed groups of fish struggling
to stay alive. Dead fish lay
everywhere: in all different
configurations, littering the
lake floor and shore.
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‘Residents
angered
by draining

Continued from previous page

Kanter said he paid more than
$200 for permits for his recreation-
al boats last Wednesday. “On Fri-
day they pulled the plug. Do you
think the state is going to refund
my money back? I don’t think so.”

jamin Warner, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion’s director of water resources,
said he has been inundated with
calls concerning Lake Williams. “I
don’t kriow what to tell people any
more,” hesaid. “I'm beginning to
make up little rhymes: ‘fake il-
liams, the little pond that went
away; and’the fish had no place to

plaa e
arner said that because the

Gilman company owns the dam,

the land under the dam and rights

to the water, “they were just exer-

cising their right to drain it. It
| really is their water and under cer-
tain circumstances, they have the
right to drain it.”

But he said it was “pretty obvi-
ous they picked an inappropiate
time to put pressure on Eeo le.”

Warner said he thought the Gil-
man company tried to build contro-
versy by draining the lake in mid-
summer, creating more pressure
for the state and town to buy the
dam — and the water rights — at
an inflated price.

McClure said that “the Gilman
brothers are hopeful someone
would make the land available to
the public.” But she added, “We
don’t think the cost is inflated.”

The last time Lake Williams was
drained, in 1985, legislation was
introduced in the General Assem-
bly to buy the water rights, the dam
and to repair the dam. The total
cost would have been $1.5 million.

Warner blames the town of
Lebanon for dropping the ball by
;‘oktz committing itself to buying the
ake.

First Selectman Edward O.
Clark said Monday the town would
have to call a town meeting to vote
on buying the lake rights, but with-
out having a firm price, “That'd be
suicide,” he said.

He blamed the DEP for the loss
of Lake Williams.

“When we need these guys,
they're just not there,” Clark said.
“They’re great on advice and not so
E:zat when it comes to action. I've

n fed up with them for a long
time.

“I can’t believe the commission-
er of the DEP would let a 275-acre
wildlife refuge go ... " Clark said.
“If we were on the other side of the

Dan Haar |/ The Hartiord Courame

Paul Kripps, a Lebanon resident, sits near the dam owner, Gilman Bros. Co., has been in a dispute wita

at Lake

river this would have been taken
care of a long time ago.” tain the smell.

Clark said he was told the Gil- “I don’t understand why all of
man company will spread lime on__ the interested parties can't sit

the dead fish this morning to con-

illiams, which is being drained. The dam the state for seven years over upkeep of the dam.

down together and get some direc
tion on this,” said a frustrated Ber
nyce Brennan, president of the
Lake Williams Beach Association
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T(gwn, Residents Not Informéd

Of Plan To Drain Lake Williams

By Joe Anastasio
Staff Writer
LEBANON - Town officials
were unaware that the own-
ers of the Lake Willlams
dam, Charles and Lawrence

Gilman, informed the De-

partment of Environmental
Protection earlier this
month they planned to com-
pletely drain the lake.

The Gilmans began drain-
ing the lake Wednesday, to
fill a fire pond near their mill
in Bozrah, and repair the
gate to the dam, which has

the lake,” said First Select-
man Edward Clark, “They
can drain it.”

Lake Williams Beach As-
sociation president Bernice
Brennan responded to the
Gilman's reasoning for the
drainage of the lake with
skepticism.

“I can't help but question

whether the action by the -

Gilmans was just to foster
the controversy,” said Bren-

nan.
“The first concern of the
beach association is the

the lake was drained, in the
spring.”

Brennan added that she
felt the Gilmans should pro-
vide a time schedule for
repairs and that the DEP
should supervise the work.

Residents, along with
state and local officials,
gathered at the community
center Julyl6, and dis-
cussed several proposals to
solve the decade-long prob-
lem.
Of the proposals dis-
cussed at the meeting, two of

been partially jammed open, ~ damage to the wildlife,” said  them appeared to be the
causing a slow and steady  Brennan. “My feeling is that ~ most realistic to both the
drainage of water. the repairs to the damcould  town and beach association.
“Since the Gilmans own havebeendone the last time (Continued on Page 6)
Lake Williams ok
no

(Continued from Page 1)
The first option is state
ownership of the dam, in-
cluding funding the repair
and allowing public access,
explained Brennan.

The second proposal was
for the state to lease the
dam, provide for the cost of
repairs and allow public
access.

She also added that it
seemed only “natural® that
public a be provided
because both the state and

nc other option dis-

- state.

cussed, was that of the state
acquiring the lake through
eminent domain. Under this
proceeding, a court judge
would set the price of the
lake, with the state paying
two-thirds and the town
one-third.

Town officials are opposed
to that idea because they feel
that they cannot commit the
town to pay a sum of money
that was not yet determined.

At the moment, town offi-
cials are awaiting word from
as to what the
next step 7
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LEBANON — DEAD fish, crawling with maggots
and emitting a stench that can be picked up a
* quarter of a mile away, pile up at Lake Williams.

"Charles Hisey
The fish began dying at the end of the week,
following the draining of the lake.

-t semagnan



Lake owners to spread lime
on decaying fish at Williams

By JOHN PHILIP
Staff Writer

LEBANON — The owners of
the dam and water rights of
Lake Williams will soon begin
dumping lime on the decompos-
ing fish at the drained lake to
restrict bacterial growth and
reduce odor, a state official said
this morning.

Meanwhile, officials from the
state Department of Environ-
mental Protection inspecting the
site this morning reported that
there are a couple of thousand
dead shiners, chain pickerel,
yellow perch, brown bullhead
and largemouth bass in the mud
patch that was once the lake, as
on its banks.

Howl&, estimates are dif-
ficult ause many dead fish
are floating underwater at the
foot of the dam, Brian Murphy of
the DEP’s Eastern Head-
quarters said.

Barbara Falthouse, of the
General Assembly’s Public
Health Committee said that lake
owners Lawrence and Charles
Gilman had agreed to dump
lime on the fish as soon as
possible, hopefully today, but
they have to find out where to
get the lime and how‘t\oi}r
it. The Gilmans couldn’t
reached this morning.

“They were really coopera-

tive,” she said. ‘“They were
totally willing to do whatever we
thought was best.”

She said that the committee
had received a complaint from a
resident that lives on the lake
and she (Falthouse) ‘‘took it
from there.”

State agencies have no
{;risdiction over the lake

cause it's private property,
and rotting fish do not pose a
health threat, she said, so the
state could not take charge. She
said she did not know exactly
what should be done, so she
called the DEP’s fisheries
division, which advised spread-
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Charles Hisey

MUDDY bottom is all that’s left of Lake Williams following
draining operation. State officials inspected fish kill this morning.

ing lime. The Gilmans had told
her thet they didn’t know what to
do either, but they readily took
her advice.

The lake has been drained
over the last two weeks so the
Gilmans could find a way to fix
the dam’s gate, which has been

stuck open for at least a month.

The draining, however, has
left piles of rotting fish and a
stench that can be detected at
least a quarte of a mile away.
Residents have been complain-
ing to several state agencies
since the operation began.
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Gilmans losing interest in sale
of Lake Williams, resident claims

By JOHN PHILIP
Staff Writer

LEBANON — A past member
of the Board of Directors of the
Lake Williams Beach Associa-
tion said that the owners of the
lake’s dam and water rights say
they have not been approached
by the state to negotiate a
settlement to the problems at
the lake and that they are losing
patience with the whole situa-
tion.

The dam’s owners, Lawrence
and Charles Gilman, have not
been available for comment
since the latest round of activity
in the eight-year-old stalemate
began and could not be reached
this morning to verify the con-
versation.

The Gilmans maintain that the
state has not tried to negoiate
with them on any matter in-
volving Lake Williams, said
Helen P-liman this morning. At
her own iniative, Mrs. Pellman
was successful in reaching the
Gilmans Tuesday to discuss the
lake situation.

She said from the conversation
with them, she leared that if the
state doesn’'t ‘open talks soon,
they will take the lake off the
market,

The state Department of

Environmental Protection re-
cently held an informational
hearing to discuss a list of 13
possible solutions to the pro-
blem, but Pellman said that the
list was the state’s own and did
not reflect the Gilman'’s input.

However, State Rep. Edith
Prague (D-8th district) said this
morning, that state officials
have attempted to get the
Gilmans to sit down and discuss
ownership of the lake. She said
that they had been approached
by Marilyn Cruz-Aponte from
the Gov. William O’Neill’s of-
fice. Cruz-Aponte couldn’t be
reached this morning.

Mrs. Pellman said every time
the state asks them for informa-
tion about the dam or the lake, it
costs the Gilmans hundreds of
dollars in experts’ fees. She said
that they are shrewd busi-
nessmen, and that they are sick
of the hassles. She also said
since they don’t need the dam
for their power company in
Bozrah, they are questioning
why they should maintain it.

Pellman said that when it
became apparent that the dam
needed repair, the Gilmans
wanted lake-area residents to
pay them for the use of the lake.

At that tme, residents were

reluctant to pay for a privilege
that they had previously had for
free.

Now, she says, ‘“‘they un-
derstand it has to be paid for.
They’re asking the state to pay.
Weall pay taxes.”

“Some people say we (lake
residents) should be quiet,”
Pellman said. But Pellman said
if residents don’t speak up, now,
they whole thing will be quietly
buried. With last week’s drain-
ing, she said from the Gilman’s
standpoint, the issue could have
been resolved.

The Gilmans have drained the
lake apparently to get to the
dam gate which is broken. The
draining left thousands of dead
fish piled on the lake floor and
shores. This morning, men were
on the site with bags of lime to
help further the decomposition
process and prevent complica-
tions from bacteria.

With the lake dry, there’s no
reason to repair the dam,
Pellman said. “It will just be a
loc(a’l problem that died,” ’she
said.

“I decided that 1 would make
my own campaign. I'm not
content to wait,” she said.

She would not comment about
hor plans, however.
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Environmental Quality John
Anderson this morning con-
firmed that such a meeting took
place Wednesday, but added no
proposals have been made and
that there is no agenda for a
future meeting, as yet.

“It’s the first indication that
people are willing to sit down,”
he said. “It’s a delicate situa-

According to Charles
Monaghan, a spokesman for
Gov. O’Neill, Wednesday’s
meeting between Cruz-Aponte
and the Gilmans indicates
“They’re probably closer to
| some sort of resolution than

before yesterday.”

“What the governor's office
wants to do is get everyone
together,” Monaghan said.

Monaghan said that there was
no future meeting set for all
parties concerned, but that the
Gilmans had been receptive to
the idea of a future session.

| Cruz-Aponte would only say the
lines of communication are

open when asked about future

meetings with the Gilmans.

Neither the Gilmans nor their

attorney were available this

(Talk, Page5)
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By JOHN PHILLIP
Staff Writer {
LEBANON — An aide to Gov. William O’Neill met Wednesday
afternoon with the owners of the dam and water rights at Lake
Williams to investigate the possibility a joint meeting of all parties
concerned in hopes of ending the eight-year-old stalemate at the
lake.
Officials said Wednesday’'s ~
session was the first time the
lake owners, Lawrence and :l
Charles Gilman, have met with
representatives of the state
about the lake situation. {
The Gilmans met with O’Neill '
aide Marilyn Cruz-Aponte to [
open lines of communication, 7
she said this morning. “I
thought they've been basically - :
ignored” by the state, Cruz- morning.
Aponte said.
‘“There’s movement that I Y
| didn't feel before this office got \ e
involved,” she added. Meetings —
with state officials, legislators
and, hopefdully the Gilmans, will ¢
«continue, she said. £
Red : : odith Prague (D-
milar meeting took place  State Rep. Edith .
(Continued from Page 1) :arlier this month. Monaghan gth district) said this morning

Next week an informational
meeting among state officials,
including members of the DEP
and the General Assembly, is
scheduled at the state Capitol. A

said that the meeting will be
mostly an update but would
probably not involve proposals
to the Gilmans, who are not
scheduled to attend.

that ‘“‘everything is under con-
sderation’’ at the capi}ol, in-
cluding eminent domain pro-
ceedings if the Gilmans are
“unreasonable.”

Officials, dam owners to discuss problems

By LEONARD FELSON

she feels “much rore hopeful and

encoura;

Kenrieth L: Praybysz, D-Montville,

Courant Staff Writer.
: ran a-ﬂ' *?‘87

LEBANON — State officials ‘will
meet in Ha{tford l'l‘uesday dtl:a discuﬁ
ways to solve a longstan
lemyit Lake Williams, but an afd? to

_Gov. William A. O’Neill cautioned
that a solution is not yet in sight. .
- Last weekend, the Gilman Bros.
Co.; - which owns water rights at the
lake and a 19th-century dam in need
of repair, began draining the 247-
acre lake. The action has angered

_ 150 lakeside property owners and
town officials. ;

The draining left a stench and hun-
dreds of rotting carcasses of fish
lying among stumps along much of
the lake bottom.

Despite bitter feelings between
residents and the company owners,
Lawrence and Charles G , the

overnor’s administrative aide, -
Cruz-Aponte, said Friday -

tynn

" that the problems can
be solv: ;

“The Gilmans began battling the
state about repairing the dam seven

) ago. Cruz-Aponte met the two
merg Wednesd‘:? at a breakfast

meeting, which may have marked
the t step toward ending the
problem. ; i :
- She said the “casual breakfast”
&:s éh first formal discussion with
No solutions were reached, but
Cruz-Aponte emphasized that until
this week the tio between
the Gilmans and state town offi-
cials had been “more vinegar in the
approach than honey.” >
eanwhile, officials from
O'Neill's office, the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
and the attorney general’s: office
along with state Rep. Edith G.
Prague, D-Columbia, and state Sen;

_aré scheduled to meet in Hartford

Tuesday. 3
“Everything will be discussed ex-

cej dt t‘lhe final a‘nswer,”]’scil;u-Am :
. “Nothing specific ,but”
there’s a.sense that all are

-frustrated  and had it up to here.

Maybe out -of that frustration will

. come a creative solution.”

Benjamin Warner, DEP’s director” .
of water resources, said because the :
Gilman company owns the dam, the |
land under the dam and rights to the -
water, the brothers were exercising.
their right to drain it last weekend.

Warner said he thought the drain- -
ing was done in mid-summer to cre- :
ate more pressure for the state and -
town to buy the dam and ‘water
rights. ' 77

Neither the Gilmans nor their law-
yer could be reached for comment
Friday. 3
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wait on Lake Williams

untll property is reappraised

By JOHN PHILIP
“ e Staff Writer

LEBANON — The town won’t
act on a state Department of
Environmental Protection pro-
posal for a solution ‘to the
long-standing problems at Lake
Williams until there is agree-
ment on a price with the owners
of the dam and water rights.

First Selectman Edward Clark

. said that the town will request
| another meeting with the gov-
i ewrnor’s office and the DEP on
| the DEP’s last proposal, which
- does not, contain a final cost
figure to the town.
| “That’s why we’ve never been
| to a town meeting before,” Clark
said.

The DEP last week proposed a
joint state/town purchase of the
dam and water rights from
owners Lawrence and Charles
Gilman for $400,000, an amount
turned down by the Gilmans last

. The state would pay one
and the town would pay

0 thirds.

‘In a letter to Clark and the
Gilmans, the DEP said another
appraisal of the property could
be made by an appraiser chosen
by both the state and the
Gilmans. .

An original agreement, after

appraisals valuing the property
at around $1.5 million, called for
the Gilmans to absorb $500,000,
and the town and state would
each pay $500,000. That bill
failed in the General Assembly,
however, when a susequent
state-ordered appraisal valued it
at around $400,000, which the
state offered to the Gilmans and
they turned down.

The DEP is now suggesting
another appraisal if ‘“‘the local
community is willing at least to
entertain the possibility of con-
tributing its two-thirds share of
a higher purchase price,” the
agency wrote. ‘‘Obviously, no
commitment could be ex
from the community unless g
until a new figure was arrived at
after a third appraisal.”

Clark said, from the town's
point of view, ‘“nothing’s going
to be agreed to in principle or
any other way until we get a
final figure. We could have your
car appraised, and if you didn’t
want to sell it, there’d be no
sale.”

The Gilmans were not avail-
able this morning, and a lawyer
representing them said that she
could not comment because that
is policy. Nobody frogthe DEP
could say whether or not the

Gilmans had responded to the
letter.

State Rep. Edith Prague (D-
19th) said, “‘I think that the third
appraisal would be
appropriate,” and “I think its
terribly important that we do
something.”

She said if this latest proposal
does not work, there is still the
possibility of the state seizing
the dam through eminent do-
main. She contacted the at-
torney general’s office and was
told that under current legisla-
tion, it appears that the state
may take the propeerty under
eminent domain, but the ques-
tion must be researched further.




