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MORE THAN 150 Lebanon residents took part in
a Legislative hearing Tuesday evening on the

David A. Smith

Benson bill concerning the dam at Lake
Williams.Other pictures Page-5.

Residents reject Pac amendment

to bill on Lake Williams dam

By ANDREW LIDDELL
Staff Writer

LEBANON — State Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion Commissioner Stanley Pac
proposed a solution Tuesday to
the six-year long controversy

http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/rev:

over Lake.Williams dam re-
pairs that would have the state
foot the entire repair bill while
private parties would still own
it.

But residents and town of-
ficials say they are opposed to
Pac’s proposal, preferring in-

stead that the state buy the dam
and pay for repairs, as provided
for in a bill proposed by State
Sen. Eric Benson (R.-19th
Dist.).

At a legislative public hearing
conducted in Lebanon Tuesday
night and attended by about 150
persons, Pac presented his
proposal as an amendment to
Benson’s bill which calls for
state purchase of the dam and
the water rights to the lake in
addition to the state assuming
all costs for repairs and future
maintenaneefor thedam--

Pac and Benson are propos-
ing different strategies for re-
solving a controversy that
stems from a DEP decision four
years ago ordering the Gilman
Brothers Co., the dam owners,
to either repair or dismantle the
dam due to its deteriorating
condition. The owners were not
at the hearing, but Benson said
he has been talking with them

dam to the state.

Gilman’s, permit '
in December to |

he dam gate and drain |

A DEP ruling is expected in |
(Benson, Page-5)

April on the
application
remove {

war/r and they are willing to sell the 18/2012
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plan for

STANLEY PAC

( Coﬁtinued from Pagé i

~ the 247-acre lake, the subject of.
. two DEP public hearings con-
" ducted in January.
' First Selectman Eq Clark,
. Lake Williams Beach Associa.
. tion president George Mitchell,
- and Flood and Erosion Control
. Board chairman Sol Kiotic say
- they disagree with Pac’s pro-
' posal because they are opposed
. to spending stafe money on
. private property.
. They also argued at the

‘ hearing that the state should

. purchase the dam and the lake
« water rights because the lake
. serves as a recreational facility
‘for many non-residents ang
- because the dam provides flood
< control for communities along
. the Yantic River.

§ The public hearing conducted
by the state legislature’s
‘Environment Committee,
“ where testimony was heard by

Benson, chairman of the com-

. Chief Engineer

mittee, and two other commit-
tee members, state Reps. Peter
Cupac (R.-47th Dist.) and Philip
Tuthill (R.40th Dist.).

David Leff, staff attorney for | -
the state Office of Legislative
Research, Benjamin Warner,
Director of the DEP Water
Resources Unit, Paul Biscuti, -
for the Water
Resources Unit, and Pac also
attended the hearing.

Pac testified that his
amendment to Benson’s bill
would provide up to $250,000 in
state money to repair the dam.

In turn, the Lebanon Flood
and Erosion Control Board
would take over operation of the
dam by negotiating a long-term
lease with the Gilmans, and -
would pay for future main-'
teance of the structure by
forming a taxing district com-
prised of residents living near
the lake, Pac testified.

Pac also testified that it
would cost the state “millions of
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dollars” to pur}:hase the dam

and the lake water rights

because the state also would

have to build a park next to the

lake by purchasing land from
. lakeside property owners.

This measure would be re-

quired in order to provide
public access to the lake, Pac
testified.

The state would be forced to
pay dearly for dam ownership
because the Gilmans are ‘re-
luctant sellers,” Pac testified.

But Pac conceded in his
testimony that he would sup&mrt
Benson’s bill if it is passed by
the state legislature.

Benson said there is a possi-
bility that public access to the
‘lake can be provided through
the use of beachfront property
owned by Ray Kantor who runs
a campground next to the lake.

Benson also disputed Pac’s
characterization of the Gilmans
as “reluctant sellers,” saying
that he has learned through his

discussions with them that state
purchase of the dam “would be
awillingsale.” = =

Benson said his bill includes a’
$1.8 million bond authorization
“for dam repairs, the purchase
of the water rights, the dam,
and property needed for build-
ing a spillway on the north side
of thedam.” 2

Beach association president
George Mitchell testified that
state purchase of the dam
would be a logical move
because ‘‘the lake is a. state-
recreational facility now.
(Benson’s) bill is a formal.
recognition of that.” b

Of the 1,100 letters sent to the
DEP by state residents urging
that Lake Williams be pre-

_served, “1,000 are from resi-

dents from 89 different towns”
thrgzghoj;t the state,”” Mitchell
testified. 5 e
Also, if the state buys the dam
and the water rights, several
towns located along the Yantic
River watershed “‘would derive
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benifit from the dam’s flood
storage capcity,”” Mitchell
testified.

“Flood control is a regional,
not a local matter,” Mitchell
testified.

“I back (Benson’s) bill all the

way,”’ erosion control board
chairman Kiotic testified.
. If a park is needed, it could be
built on state-owned land be-
tween Route 207 and the lake,
Kiotic testified. .

Clark testified that it is-his

belief that “Lake Williams has
! been enoyed by more people
‘than any other lake in the
state.”

 Testifying that he attended
“every meeting and public
_ hearing associated with the
. controversy surrounding re-
&s to the dam, Clark said, “I
can assure you that the Board
.of Selectmen support
(Benson’s) bill 100 percent.”

Clark said after the hearing
that the $3 million taxing dis-

IRVING KIOTIC

trict proposed by the DEP
would have to be reduced in size
“by two-thirds in order to make

“itlegitimate.”

Al Lopes, a member of the
town erosion and control board
negotiating committee, said
after the hearing that Benson’s
bill “is the only thing that is
going to solve the problem.”

“If they are going to spend
state money, let them spend it °

onstate property,”’ Lopessaid.

~Benson said that before his
bill goes to the floor of the state
Senate, it must be sent to the
Legislative Commissioner’s Of- -
fice which will draft the bill in
its final form. 5
Then the Environment
Committee will vote on
ing the bill to the senal
where it will be voted
it is sent to the house.
It is at that point that
legislators can act on proposed
an}dendments to the bill, Benson
said.

1
|
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Lake Williams Future Discussed Seone

By Pat Zemko
LEBANON - A public
hearing at Lyman Mem-

* orial High School, Tues-

day night, brought the
highest state Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) officials as
well as members of the
state’s legislative environ-
mental committee to hear
testimony concerning
Lake Williams.

Senator Eric Benson (R-

19th District) is sponsor
of a bill secking to ap-

riate funds to the

te make repairs to
the Lake Williams dam,
and also to purchase the
land and water rights
from the present owners,
the Gilman Brothers
Company.

Benson, chairman of
the environmental sub-
committee, said a new and
totally different approach

to the pnblem Is needed,
and that buying the lake
would allow it to be clas-
sified as open space.
Owners of the dam,
Gilman Brothers Co.,
opened the gates of the
dam last fall at the request
of the DEP to make re-
pairs, and drained the
man-made lake, enraging
lakeside residents. The
gates 'ete sul

Jowed to fill, though it is
still three feet below it's
former level, according to
officials.

DEP Commissioner
Stanley Pac, suggested
Tuesday that the town
buy the lake. “It might be
a four mill tax increase for
the people in this district,
amounting to $50 per
home,” he estimated.
“We're ready to work with

bsequently
and the lake al-

(Continued on page 8)

LAKE WILLIAMS VIEW- irving “Sol” Kiotic, chairman

of the Lebanon Flood and Erosion-Control Board,
expresses the board'’s view on the Lake Williams dam
during a state legislative environmental committee
hearing at Lyman Memorial High School this week. .
The hearing was called, in response to a bill proposed

by Sen. Eric Benson (R-19th District), which would

allow the state to purchase the dam and lake area

(P. Zemko Photo)

{Continued from page 1)
you,” he added.

A precedent would be
set if the state buys the
property outright, Benja-
min Warner of the DEP
water resources division
commented. Warner won-
dered if residents would
like to see a highly de
veloped state park at Lake
Williams. “If state money
goes into the park, the
public will want accessito
it,” he said.

Those testifying at the
hearing voiced concem
for wildlife in the area,
noting dead fish evident
after the lake was drained.

They also mentioned the
well-being of nesting
waterfowl such as geese
and black ducks. Recre-
ational uses of the lake
were also noted.

After the hearing Ben-
son commented, “We
have the money to go
forward with this pro-

1.” The Office of
Fiscal Analysis has esti-
mated it will cost $1.8
million to purchase the

“lake, since the cost for

Lake Williams Future
Discussed At Hearing

water acreage in the state
is $6,000 per acre, he
said.

Speaking to the DEP’s
luke-warm response to his
proposal, Benson com-
mented, “the DEP is
going on suppositions
and a condemnation of
the proposal on a case by
case basis. The depart-
ment is under the sup-
position that the Flood
and Erosion Control
Board could impose a
lease to control flowing
rights, and that is erron-
eous,” he asserted.

“The town of Lebanon
can’t buy the lake. They
do not have the tax base.
The DEP created this
problem and they do not
have the final say,” the
senator said.

“I have contacted the
leadership in the house
and I have a commitment
from several legislators.
This matter should be put
to bed by June, and the
repairs should be made by
September,” Benson said.

Owners of the dam did
not attend the hearing.
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